
PIEDMONT PARK COMMISSION  

Regular Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, March 1, 2023 

A Regular Session of the Piedmont Park Commission was held on March 1, 2023 in the City Hall Council Chambers 
at 120 Vista Avenue. In accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2, the agenda for this meeting was posted 
for public inspection on February 24, 2023. 
 

CALL TO ORDER Chairperson Dunlap called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLIEGANCE The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
  
ROLL CALL Present: Chairperson Patty Dunlap, Commissioners David Johnson, Kimberly 

Moses, Sharon Shoshani, Tom Smegal, Vice-Chairperson Robin Wu  
 
Absent: Eileen Ruby 

  
 Staff: Public Works Director Daniel Gonzales, Parks and Project Manager 

Nancy Kent, and Public Works Supervisor Nick Millosovich 
  
PUBLIC FORUM  There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 
  
CEREMONIAL MATTERS The Piedmont Garden Club presented the Civic Project Donation of $5,000 to 

design and install a sign that will highlight the native plant garden and provide 
educational history. This year is also the centennial year of the Piedmont 
Garden Club.  

  
REGULAR AGENDA The Commission considered the following items of regular business. 
  

Minutes Resolved, that the Park Commission approves the meeting minutes of February 
1, 2023. 
Moved by Wu, Seconded by Smegal     
Ayes:  Dunlap, Johnson, Moses, Shoshani, Smegal 
Noes: None  
Abstain: None 
Absent: Ruby 

  
 There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 
  

Presentation of a 
Report from PUSD 
Students Advocating 
for Grey Water 

Sabrina and Dean Olliphant presented the results of their survey on greywater 
in residential projects. They advocated for everyone doing their part to conserve 
water and asked if the City could provide residents with information on 
greywater systems.  
 
 There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 
 
Commissioners thanked the Olliphants for their highly informative 
presentation.   

  
Opportunities to 
Memorialize the Sidney 
Dearing Family History 
Update 

Commissioner Johnson reported the subcommittee met on-site with members 
of the Dearing Family. The family members liked the site and several aspects 
of the project were discussed.  

  
 Public Works Director Daniel Gonzales indicated that guidelines, principles, 

and next steps will be discussed with the City Council.  
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 There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 
  

Update on ADA Access 
Projects in City Parks 
and Off Leash Areas 

Director Gonzales provided an update on ADA access projects. He indicated 
that ADA access in the parks is important and needed. Staff will proceed with 
the next steps including public input and the processes to move forward with 
the projects.  
 
Commissioners asked questions and made comments.   

  
 There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 
  

Update on City Park 
Projects 

Parks and Project Manager Nancy Kent provided reports on ongoing park 
projects. She reported that Linda Off Leash Dog Park had reopened, then due 
to the rain, it was closed again. After a site visit, it was determined that the park 
was not safe and it was temporarily closed until conditions are safe for park 
use. There is a six-month plan but most likely the park will need to be closed 
for rehabilitation. The next steps will include options for alternative sites or the 
site itself. 
 
Ms. Kent discussed the progress being made and the various options for the 
handrails on the Highland Guilford Handrail and Stair project.  
 
Ms. Kent provided an update on the Piedmont Park irrigation project. The base 
sheet is being finalized for the Request for Proposal (RFP) out to bid mid-
summer. With regard to the native garden, the installation of the fencing panels 
is almost complete.  
 
Ms. Kent stated there is progress being made for the bottle filling stations in 
various parks. With the donations from the Piedmont Beautification 
Foundation and Cal Recycle, the goal is to have the first fountain installed in 
Piedmont Park by the 4th of July celebration. The other two fountains will be 
installed at Dracena Park and at Coaches Field. 
 
Ms. Kent noted an interactive tree inventory station will be available for Arbor 
Day. 
 
Commissioners asked questions and made suggestions about the projects 
discussed. 
 
There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 

  
Arbor Day Update Chair Dunlap noted the Arbor Day celebration will be held on Thursday, April 

27th, and is for all ages. Some activities will include the Chalk Art Contest, 
Gratitude Trees, and interactive stations. The Mayor has been invited to speak 
at the event and announce the Heritage Tree winners.  
 
Commissioners discussed some ideas and made suggestions.  
 
There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 

 
Heritage Tree 
Nominations for 2023 
Update 

 
Chair Dunlap reported that the City has received several nominations for 2023 
Heritage Tree designation. She also reviewed the guidelines for nominations 
which include that the tree(s) must be on public property. The subcommittee 
will recommend up to five trees for consideration by the Park Commission.  
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Commissioners discussed some ideas and made suggestions. 
 
There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 

  
Monthly Maintenance 
Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Works Supervisor Nick Millosovich reported that Piedmont has been in 
wet-weather mode. The wet weather has brought on 25 tree casualties 
throughout Piedmont. Access to cleaning up the fallen trees in the park can be 
difficult due to narrow trails, and slippery steep slopes. The Public Works crew 
continues to prepare sandbags for resident use. Four street trees have been 
planted. Over 100 juvenile trees have been pruned. The street tree trimming 
contract begins next week.  
 
Commissioners asked questions and made suggestions. 
 
There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 

  
REPORTS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chair Dunlap announced this is her last meeting with Park Commission and 
expressed her gratitude to her fellow Commissioners. She also announced that 
this is Vice-Chair Robin Wu’s and Commissioner Eileen Ruby’s last meeting, 
and she shared some great memories and accomplishments about them. 
 
The Commissioners expressed their gratitude and appreciation.  
 
Applications will be posted on the City’s website to fill the vacant positions 
within the Park Commission. Interviews will be held on April 4th.  
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 

  
ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, Chairperson Dunlap adjourned the meeting 

at 7:14 p.m. 
  

   


