
Early Achievements  

Prior to development and adoption of Piedmont’s Climate Action Plan, the city implemented a 

number of policies, programs, and incentives to assist the community in preserving the 

environment and reducing community greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. They include:  

 Construction and Demolition (C&D) Debris Recycling Ordinance requires projects with a 

valuation of $50,000 or more to divert 50% of construction and demolition waste from 

the landfill. 

 75% Waste Diversion Goal– In 2008, the City adopted a resolution to divert from the 

landfill 75% of the waste generated in the city. Current reports from the City’s franchised 

waste and recycling service provider, Richmond Sanitary Service, indicate that Piedmont 

has achieved this goal. 

 Civic Green Building Ordinance - Adopted in 2008, the ordinance requires civic building 

projects costing $3 million or more to be LEED© Certified. (Piedmont Municipal Code 

Sec. 17.11.10) 

 Civic Bay-Friendly Landscaping ordinance– the City council adopted this ordinance in 

2009 (Piedmont Municipal Code Sec. 17.11.10). It requires the use of Bay-Friendly 

Landscaping practices on all municipal landscaping projects costing $100,000 or more. 

 Food Scrap Recycling Program– As part of its weekly collection services, the City 

implemented a food scrap recycling program in 2008 where residents, business owners 

and schools may place food scraps and food-soiled paper in their green organics carts 

along with plant debris. The material is taken to a facility where it is turned into compost 

for use by farmers, landscapers and home gardeners. One result from this program is the 

overall tonnage of organic materials sent to landfill in 2010 was 63% less than in 2005, 

resulting in a 60% decrease in landfill emissions. If you don’t currently place your food 

scraps and yard debris in the green organics cart, please start doing so today. 

 Municipal Retrofits – The City has conducted a number of energy and water efficiency 

upgrades on municipal buildings, facilities, and landscapes. Please see the May 5th, 2014 

City Council Report for a current list of municipal emissions reduction projects. 

 Bus Stop Improvements – In 2008, the City constructed a covered bus stop on Highland 

Way near the intersection with Highland Avenue to incentive citizens to take public 

transportation regardless of weather. 

 Smart Growth Policies and Code Changes – The 2009 General Plan update contains two 

policies that encourage smart growth in the community. Policy 2.2 encourages mixed use 

development in the Grand Avenue commercial district, and Policy 2.6 calls for pedestrian 

oriented and mixed-use multi-family residential development in the Commercial Zone. In 

2012 the City Council modified the Municipal Code to conform to these policies by 

allowing mixed use commercial/residential development in Zone D (Sec. 17.8). 

Piedmont Environmental Task Force 

After 16 months of actively investigating ways in which the City might improve its energy 

efficiency and waste diversion efforts, as well as receiving periodic briefings on the progress of 
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the Climate Action Plan development, Piedmont’s Environmental Task Force presented its Final 

Report to the City Council on January 4, 2010. Council thanked the Task force for its efforts and 

thoughtful recommendations; accepted the final report; adopted thirty-one of the recommended 

actions addressing municipal operations, legislation, purchases, capital infrastructure, 

transportation and outreach. The Task Force was then dissolved upon completion of its mandated 

tasks. 

Alameda County Climate Protection Project 

In May 2006, Piedmont City Council adopted a Resolution for the City to participate in the 

Alameda County Climate Protection Project, sponsored by StopWaste.Org and the Alameda 

County Conference of Mayors. In so doing, Piedmont became a member of ICLEI Local 

Governments for Sustainability, completed a baseline 2005 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Inventory, and adopted a Climate Action Plan (CAP) that includes a greenhouse gas emissions 

reduction target of 15% below 2005 levels by 2020. 

 


